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in the House of the Kulturbund, at the corner
of Jdger and Mauer streets in East Berlin. The conference
was called by the SEl Central Committee Secretariat. Anong
the more noteworthy versonalities present, were: Fred
Oclssner of the 3ED Politbiiro, who made the initial
Kurt Hager, SiD Central Committee, in charge of prop

£

Jlele Secretary Prof. Dr. Gerhard darig of the lLinistry Cor
Educat ion, accorpanied by several funetionaries. The mulk
of the audience was composed of SLD members From all UDF
universities and scientific institutes.

2. The meetings were convekad to ascertain the political situ-
ation in kast German acadsric institutions, to criticise
and {ind remedies for missakes made br SED organizations in
these institutions, and %o discuss cooperation between the
party and the State Seerstariat for Academic Matters
{Hochschulwesen),

The dominant theme in speeches made by party members during
the meetings was that the SED program had not succesdsd in
DDR academic institutions. The points mast stressed woere:

a} Lack of coordination and cooperation betwsen the SED
Central Committee and the State Secretariat for
Academic Matters. :

b) Insufficient contact between the Central Commities
and the State Secietariat on one hand, SID membars
in universities and the Tast German tecademy of

~ 3ecience on the other.

o) iack of sufficient. activity and influence by baziz
trade union and political organizations to sway
acn-party acadenic personnal.
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Lo cope adequately with rebelliow
hose wao are merely apathelic fo

d) Failure cf the

SED goal:au

e) Failure of the party to eliminate threats posed by
neonfessional! academic. organizations, sueh as P mt mat ol
asaociat:ons of studants and professors.

25X1A

£} Failure of the 35D to versuade students and prcies"orr TO CCRRT

revised study courscs with compulsory courses in HMerxd
sociclegy and Tussion lanpguage.
g) Inadequacy of many SED teachers.

i.. Fred Oelssnsr gave the keynobe speech, € mrhaswiﬂg hgt SR
and trade- urﬁo organizations in the universitles (Gmrdor

panis&tiowem had not zchieved a balance between their |V

seientific work and the party battle for "peace and freedo ",
He particularly reproached the sudience for not having won
over non-party profasscrs cmd attxdent Oelssner 3"~t<~d
that the future task of the mer’ ers &Cu.u‘l be to fullill
seientific quota in the flght f::r peace (wissensehalt ].LChQ -
Soll im Kampf ftr den Frieden),

5. Oelssmer sharply criticized the State Secretariat for Lead
Hatters for nch maintaining sufficient conbact with paxty
authorities, for having r‘evv-,oped wrnng' tendencies btoward
independence {Autonomiebestr ebungen ), and for condoning
exagrerated bureaincratic tendencies. The State Secrebaris’

was told to establish cleser relatlons with the DID Centre
Cormittee propagenda depertment.

H., State Secre.c.r,/ Harig replied to Oelasner, catalopuing
shortcomings of the T.D in relations with his uer‘rﬂ.,«.
while at the same time indulping in self-criticlism for mar
mistakas mede by the office. lle criticized the inadenuacy
of party functionaries deslinp with academic matiers and t-e
lack of cooperation from the propaganda department ir such
things as repeated fazilure to answer important letters. 1
also attacked the SED Central Jecretariat for heving stopr
eonsultations with nis office yrloz‘ to making decisicns wrool
concerned State fecretariat work.

3 a‘{, o .\X./

7. Among the crikicisme leveled bv various speakers dur‘e.,ag the
sessi ns was bthe puini that students are resisting ihe 3N
line., according to I'rof Robert Havemarm, there hove oeer
instances of open sabotage orgenized by "violent and impe:
tinent" (rebiat und L.!-n :Mmlm’o, students. In one such cr g,
medical students at Berlin ‘humboldt U"xu@qit pravented :
party speaker, (frm) Obemcibmtr-‘»r, from paking a speech. T
another instance, cited by Prof., (fnu) Lucx of Tostos R
guardist Ltor-a’rur-e» {weis Sf'ardiatisc"xe Hetazzeitschriften) ias

distributed in the Rostock University lector's offes.

8., (Fnu) Graefrath of the 3tate Oecrstariat for Academd:
emphasized student ma.’._;ereznrc .o polities.. Grounds
antipathy were found in several t}li_ﬂ&a., the ten-months
period which pert.its \"1]:r two months of vacation a yesr;

obligatory study of the Russian lanpuage; the ‘basic socl lop oz

study" {Ges«llschaftlich~ Wissenschaftliches Grundstucium
which includes ecompulsory courses in Marxism-Leninism, hi. .o
of the labor movement, and history of the Tu ;.w\lc 1ut’ g
and the revised study schedule, according to hosll le uros

are planned according bo party direstive.

et

9. Overt and covert resistacns Lo the SID dictates wes note
the part of church cirelss, particularly the Protestnt s
organization. Prof. Genrg Schnelder stated that the chur
in Jena had publiely posted invitations to lectures on ar in
the middle ages, pedagogy, ete.  Thess Jectures vers pab“ e
under the title of "Responsible Science!, with the chvien
implication that the ed
jrrespongible science.

3

zatlonal practices of the 3ED con nif fed

10. State Secretary larig added that the Ivangellischo Ttuadent apese

inGe ~ haa becoma maﬂh nome agtive than previeusly. This
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activity was particularly noted in lectures by previeu:ly
inactive professors snnounced under the sponsor:indp of
‘group. Such lzctures hed taken place in Leipzig, Jena. He
flostoek, and Greifswald. Harig stabed that relipous crjani
had succeeded in puttirg pressure on the FDJ in circumsian
which proved unpleasant for the 3ED,

Professors, in thelr turp, criticized the Stabe Decretaris
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Steinitz, Fimnish-Hungarian-Bussian 1
at Humboldt University, cited the restriction placed on
with Vest Cerman academic colleapues; He noted especia
unavailability of Vectern sclentific literaturs; the produ
West German minds was zvallable only in crucial ecoromic f
{Bchwernunktseebicte ). Schaeider of Jena atbacked the rov
that papers Lo be sant from Tast to West Germany had st
be passed upon by the Xulturbund; ~“issertations which -vere
be sent to Laslern nations had to be approved by the HKultv
as well as by customs euthorities. As a result, nor Party
professors no longer ccuiribute studies for their colil:age
in Satellite or Russiar institutions.

CC

12, Debate centered momentarily on the Zast German Acadeny of
Steinitz complzined thal in & recent meebing, no merti
wmade of the peace treaty issue. The same speaker a¢
propagenda department of the 30D Central Committee for lar
guidance given to the Academy on Party line matters,

13. (Fnu) Meissner of the tate Secretariat department for bas
soclological shudy condemned the poor performance of tsach
sociological courses. Often they were entirely unprepared
lectures, did not posszess the background, and lacked seac
experience. Melssner commented that as 2 result, students
Quring the compulsory lectures.

1h. (Fnu) Schneider of Jerw turned the audience's attention to
biological matters. At one lecture, to be given by & .use
the Lysenko theory, attendance was limited Lo one biologis
speaker; all others present were farmers. In %his comnact
was emphasized that the politicsl indcctrination of agricy
students was lacking, io that a aumber had sttended the Ve

"Gréne \oche” agricuitural fair, expecting to learn someth o

This constituted o £ hasi

ling on the part of the Party®

organizations since the students had nobt been instrusted s

that‘farmiﬁ% machinery on display there was for use purely
landowners and that DLE students could not lezrn frov -he
because Last German emphasie was on construction of mashin
the strengthening of the collectivization of the villaze (
The students should alsc have been shown thab only the USH
teach anything regardirg agricultural machine technoloy.
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